LIFE GROUP GUIDE: JOIN THE FAMILY #25 – Luke 18:35-19:10                       



                                                   
CONNECT IN with one another








             Print off a few ‘magic eye’ pictures and ask the group to tell you what they see. Have fun as some people see the hidden picture much more quickly than the others.



 [Google ‘magic eye picture’ for plenty of free images. This is a fun opener to get people talking, but it also introduces the idea of our needing to look to see what God is doing all around us. Many people find this even harder than a magic eye picture!]





CONNECT UP with God

· Ask somebody to read John 5:19-20. 










· What do you think Jesus means when he says he can do absolutely nothing by himself? What does he mean when he says that looks to see what the Father is doing and joins in?   















· What does this mean for us? Can anyone give an example of doing this themselves? [Help for leaders: Give people plenty of time to answer this question. It’s easy to nod at what Jesus says in theory, but this Life Group meeting is all about learning together how to do it in practice.] 















· Ask somebody to read Luke 18:35-43. How does Jesus put his teaching into practice as he wanders through the crowds that line the streets in Jericho? 



          [Help for leaders: If you weren’t at church to hear Phil’s preach on this passage, entitled ‘Doing the Day with Dad’, it would really be worth your listening to it. Phil answers this question, challenging us to adopt the same ministry model as Jesus too.]

· Now look at a second example to reinforce this learning. Ask somebody to read Luke 19:1-10. How does Jesus put his teaching into practice as he carries on down the road?
         [Help for leaders: Again Phil answers this question in his preach on the passage. You are teaching your group the radical nature of what it means to join God’s family. Instead of doing things for God and asking him to bless them, we are called to watch for what God is doing all around us and to join in. If we take this seriously, it’s absolutely revolutionary.]




· Explain in your own words the prophecy that Phil shared at the end of his sermon from Julia Featherstone (Wimbledon).
What would responding to that prophecy mean for you as an individual? What would it mean for you as a Life Group together?

         


















· CONNECT OUT with the non-church people around you




                        
· As you end your Life Group meeting, you will all go out into similar streets to those of Jericho – places where God is at work all around you, if you open your eyes to see it.
· Pray for one another, that God will open up your eyes to see God’s activity around you.
· Pray for courage to join in when you see him at work.
· Pray for God to use each one of you this week to point people towards him.
· It may help you to pray into the mnemonic that we’ve used several times during this sermon series:

Begin with prayer








                                          



Listen














Eat














Serve














Share your story
