LIFE GROUP GUIDE: JOIN THE FAMILY #22 – Luke 15:1-32                       



                                                   
CONNECT IN with one another








             When was the last time that you felt lost? What kind of emotions did it make you feel?
  [This is a fun opener to get people talking, but it also prepares people to think about how to help those who are lost spiritually. Reflecting on how it feels for us to be lost will motivate people to do what it takes to help lost people find their way back to God.]
CONNECT UP with God

· Ask somebody to read Luke 15:11-32. 










· Why do you think the younger son decided to leave home?  What was he hoping for?   [Help for leaders: the passage particularly mentions “wild living” (v13) and a sinful attitude of “Give me!” (v11)]















· What was life like for him in the far-off country?




                             [Help for leaders: It failed to live up to its promises. Instead of freedom and satisfaction, it delivered famine, hunger, loneliness and shame.] 















· How does this compare with the lives of those around us who are living far from God? [Help for leaders: Most people who are far from God claim to be satisfied, a bit like the younger son would have done if he had sent a postcard home. It is really important that group members see beneath the bluster and realise that much of our culture’s busyness, boasting and entertainment is an attempt to drown out the shout of desperation that most people feel.]




· What made the young son decide to find his way back to his father?


         [Help for leaders: This is your opportunity to build people’s faith that the Gospel makes sense. It is logical. It is good news for people who feel faraway from God. The young son thinks about his situation and comes to his senses.




· What did the young son have to do when he came to his senses?


         [Help for leaders: He had to make a clear decision in his heart (v18) and follow through on it, regardless of the cost (v20).]



· What does the father’s reaction tell us about how God responds to sinners who come back to him?















· Jesus didn’t actually tell this parable for the sake of people who are far from him. He told it to teach believers to help people find their way back to God (v1-3). In what ways can we be like the older brother in the story? 





 
               [Help for leaders: This is where the rubber really hits the road, so don’t rush over this question. Help people to see the ways he judges the younger brother instead of welcoming him. In the first two parables in Luke 15, a someone goes looking for what is lost. Help people to spot that the older brother fails to do this. Jesus wants us to go and help people find their way back to God.]

· What do you think this parable means for us as a church? How about as a Life Group? [Help for leaders: Ask this as two separate questions. When people say what the church should do, ask … OK, how about us?]

· CONNECT OUT with the non-church people around you




                        
· Give everybody in the group an opportunity to share the names of three “younger brothers” in their life – a nonbelieving friend, work colleague or neighbour. Now pray two things: 1) Pray for them to come home to God 2) Pray for yourselves to help them.
